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Alliance of 1879 and read it to Schuvalov, declaring that he
sincerely regretted that Russia's attitude at that time had
compelled Germany to protect hersell by means of this
treaty. Nevertheless it existed; Germany must and would
remain loyal to its terms and to Austria, and therefore this
fact must be taken into consideration in framing any treaty
between Russia and Germany. After the discussion of a
number of alternatives, this difficulty was finally overcome
by the wording agreed upon in Art. I: "If one of the High
Contracting Parties shall find itself at war with a third
Great Power, the other will maintain towards it a benev-
olent neutrality and will devote its efforts to the localiza-
tion of the conflict. This provision shall not apply to a war
against Austria or France resulting from an attack made
upon one of these two powers by one of the Contracting
Parties."32 This defensive arrangement was perfectly satis-
factory to Bismarck as he had no intention of attacking
Prance; and in case France should attack Germany he had
been insured since 1879 against danger on his Southern
frontier by Austria's promise of benevolent neutrality.
Now, by the new treaty with Russia, he was re-insured
against any danger on his Eastern frontier. Furthermore,
if Russia should attack Austria, the new "Re-insurance
Treaty" in no way conflicted with his obligation to protect
Austria, in accordance with the Austro-German Alliance.
With his characteristic willingness to consider the aims
and ambitions of other Powers and to bargain on the basis
of them, Bismarck then further recognized Russia's Balkan
interests and Saburov's desire to secure a Russian lock and
chain against the English in the Straits. The Re-insurance
Treaty accordingly recognized (Art. II) "the rights his-
torically acquired by Russia in the Balkan Peninsula and
particularly the legitimacy of a preponderating and decisive
influence on her part in Bulgaria and East Rumelia"; and
32 G.P., V, 253; Pribram, p. 305.